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DuPont Chambers Works Receives International Habitat Conservation Award 

Site Recognized with Wildlife at WorkSM Recertification

DEEPWATER, N.J., Dec. 8, 2009 – The DuPont Chambers Works plant recently received international recognition for its contributions to wildlife habitat conservation at the 2009 Wildlife Habitat Council’s (WHC) 21st Annual Symposium, Evergreen: A Celebration of Conservation in a Changing World in Baltimore, Md. 
Chambers Works was one of 238 sites recognized at the 2009 symposium for creating a Wildlife at WorkSM program. The Wildlife at WorkSM certification program recognizes outstanding wildlife habitat management and environmental education efforts at corporate sites, and offers third-party validation of the benefits of such programs. Certification requirements are strict and require that sites apply for periodic renewal.
 “I am very proud of the hard work our volunteer wildlife habitat team has put into this challenging recertification process,” said Bland Dickey, Chambers Works plant manager.  “Our wildlife habitat conservation and management programs are helping us to secure a better future for the biodiversity of wildlife in Salem County.”  

Chambers Works encompasses approximately 1,455 acres, 200 of which are managed for wildlife habitat enhancement. The wildlife areas consist mainly of freshwater wetlands, old fields and woodlands bordered by the Delaware River. The diversity of ecosystems on the site and the isolation of these areas from active operations attract a wide range of species, both resident and migratory. 

The Chambers Works volunteer wildlife habitat team focused its recent wildlife enhancement activities around avian management and monitoring. The wetland areas on the site are ideal wood duck habitat and employees installed wood duck boxes provided by Ducks Unlimited in several strategically located wetland areas. The team manages and monitors ospreys, and erected an osprey platform that is actively used by a pair of nesting ospreys on the property. In addition, Chambers Works monitors the activity of a pair of bald eagles nesting on site and sends in sightings to Conserve Wildlife New Jersey. Chambers Works plans to partner with Salem Community College to install a webcam for more consistent eagle viewing. The wildlife team maintains their bluebird nest boxes with the aid of company volunteers and community partners.

In addition to habitat enhancement activities, the Chambers Works wildlife habitat team participates in other environmental initiatives, such as supporting the DuPont Clear into the Future initiative to enhance the beauty and integrity of the Delaware Rive Estuary, and the an Annual Coastal Cleanup Day sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy.   The team also encourages trash clean-up from habitat enhancement and work areas, and promotes recycling on site.

“The Wildlife Habitat Council believes that collaboration among all stakeholder groups is critical to addressing the complex issues facing the sustainability of the planet,” said Robert Johnson, WHC President. “WHC members take a leading role in connecting community stakeholders through wildlife habitat enhancement, community outreach and conservation education. Congratulations to DuPont for their commitment to a healthy natural world and connected communities.”

The Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC) is a nonprofit, non-lobbying organization dedicated to increasing the quality and amount of wildlife habitat on corporate, private and public lands. WHC devotes its resources to building partnerships with corporations and conservation groups to create solutions that balance the demands of economic growth with the requirements of a healthy, biodiverse and sustainable environment. WHC-assisted wildlife habitat and conservation education programs are found in 48 states, the District of Columbia and nine other countries. To learn more, visit www.wildlifehc.org. 

DuPont is a science-based products and services company.  Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people everywhere.  Operating in more than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative products and services for markets including agriculture and food; building and construction; communications; and transportation.
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