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Delmarva Ornithological Society Awards 2010 Conservation Award to Clear into the Future
WILMINGTON, Del., Dec. 15, 2010 – The Delmarva Ornithological Society (DOS) today announced that its 2010 Conservation Award will go to Clear into the Future, the DuPont Delaware Estuary Initiative.
“DOS presents the annual award to a person or organization that makes a significant contribution to conserving bird habitats on the Delmarva Peninsula,” said DOS President Sally O’Byrne.


“The awards committee was impressed with the importance Clear into the Future has placed on the Delaware estuary, and the broad impact the initiative has made by underwriting the DuPont Nature Center, funding graduate fellowships and participating in projects such as the Delaware Bird-A-Thon and the Peregrine Falcon Webcam,” O’Byrne said.  “The committee also was impressed by the fact that the members of the Clear into the Future team act as volunteers, outside of their ‘day jobs’ at DuPont.”


DOS will present the Conservation Award at 7 p.m. tonight at the Ashland Nature Center, 3511 Barley Mill Road, Hockessin.



“We’re thrilled to have been honored by the Delmarva Ornithological Society in this way,” said Sheryl Telford, project director for Clear into the Future. “Through our joint work with the Peregrine Falcon Webcam, habitat preservation grants and the Bird-A-Thon, we hope to continue protecting and enhancing the Delmarva Peninsula’s unique bird habitats.”    
Clear into the Future is a DuPont corporate initiative aimed at protecting and improving the health and beauty of the Delaware Estuary, while encouraging environmentally sustainable, regional economic growth.  DuPont launched the initiative publicly in May 2007 with the grand opening of the DuPont Nature Center at Mispillion Harbor Reserve.    
To date, Clear into the Future has provided approximately $3 million in grants to non-profit environmental organizations, fellowships to university graduate students, support to environmental centers and programs for primary school students.  Through its volunteer program, Clear into the Future also has contributed thousands of hours of volunteer time for estuary clean-ups, wildlife inventories and other community service activities.
DuPont awards Clear into the Future fellowships to outstanding graduate students whose research promises to add to the body of scientific knowledge about the Delaware River and Delaware Bay.  Universities that submit winning proposals will receive $30,000 to fund a single faculty-approved research project or to be split between two projects.
Grant winners represent non-profit environmental organizations from southeastern Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey and Delaware that educate young people about Delaware Estuary ecosystems; lead community-based projects to restore marine habitats; preserve environmentally sensitive land; and help the public arrive at a better understanding of the aesthetic, environmental and commercial value of the Delaware Estuary.
DuPont – one of the first companies to establish public environmental goals 20 years ago – has broadened its sustainability commitments beyond internal footprint reduction to include market-driven targets for both revenue and research and development investment. The goals are tied directly to business growth, specifically to the development of safer and environmentally improved new products for key global markets.

DuPont (www.dupont.com) is a science-based products and services company.  Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people everywhere.  Operating in more than 90 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative products and services for markets including agriculture and food; building and construction; communications; and transportation.
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